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“Fire! Fire!” at 6th Grade Camp in Los Angeles County 

     When the 6th Graders of Upland Christian Academy went to science camp 

last fall, they jumped right into “Fire! Fire!”  Not actual fire, of course, but an 

innovative new fire education class presented at Pine Summit Christian Camp 

in Big Bear Lake.   

   David Yegge, Big Bear Lake Fire Department’s Fire Fuels Program Coordina-

tor, and Jon Gable, instructor from Pine Summit Camp,  designed the class 

called “Fire! Fire!”  The curriculum focuses on wildfires, reducing wildfire 

risks, forest health and defensible space.  Students had classroom instruction 

on basic fire information, then went outside for hands-on instruction showing 

them how to evaluate a standing structure in an effort to make it safe from 

fire. This class met the California Standards for Health Education and       

Science Education.  

   The students were enthusiastic and engaged and knew the answers to many 

of the questions asked! They particularly loved the structure evaluation.  

What a great way to educate students on the importance of fire safety. Great 

job, Pine Summit! 

Classroom instruction 

Evaluating a structure 
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Know an area that needs a Fire Safe Council? 
    Affiliate Manager Katie Ziemann guides emerging Fire Safe Councils statewide, 
working closely with each group from the early stages of formation encouraging 
growth and evolution in the community until the group is ready and able to receive a 
grant. Katie has a wealth of  project ideas and educational materials.  By working 
with Katie and the California Fire Safe Council, you will also be connecting with a 
growing family of local Fire Safe Councils that shares your dedication to reducing 
the wildfire threat to California communities.   

If you know of an emerging Council, Katie would be delighted to help. 

To contact Katie, call (800) 372-2543 or email her at  

kziemann@cafiresafecouncil.org.  

She will help your Fire Safe Council get off to a great start! 

 Thank you for submitting your applications to the Grants    

Clearinghouse FFY 2011 cycle at www.grants. firesafecouncil.org.  We 

received 316   applications requesting a total of $40.3 million dollars.  

At this time we anticipate up to $7 million may be available for grant 

awards this cycle.   

 Notice of preliminary funding decisions will be released on June 

14, 2010.  we appreciate all your hard work in submitting applications 

and supporting the Grants Clearinghouse.  Be Fire Safe! 

From the Desk of  Bruce Turbeville 

 Given the recent weather that California has been experiencing, it is easy to put 
off preparing for wildfire.  After all, if the trees are covered in snow or you’d be up to 
your knees in mud if you tried to cut brush, it’s not likely to burn!  Now the perfect time 
to prepare for the work that lies ahead.   
 Collaborate with the agency partners who have a respite from firefighting, or 
keep your Fire Safe Council members invested the way they do on Mt. Laguna—in     
February they hosted their annual Chili Social—a great time to collect donations for 
their work throughout the year. 
 I’m sorry to have to report that I have made the difficult decision to retire from 
the Chairman/CEO position from the California Fire Safe Council at the end of this year.   
However, I will find ways to continue to stay involved.  The Council had its beginnings 
on a cocktail napkin in 1993, and has become one of the most successful public  
education campaigns in California.  It continues to grow both here in California and 
across the nation. 
 I am honored to have been a part of this movement, and humbled by the many 
ways that you have taken the initiative to make your families, homes, and  
communities safer from the threat of catastrophic wildfire.  Continue  
your efforts to Be Fire Safe! 
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Clearinghouse Grant Applications Update 
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   The Yuba Watershed Protection & Fire Safe Council targets fuel reduction along roads as a focus of pre- 
fire planning in the foothills of Yuba County.  The Council partners with the Yuba County Public Works 
Department to treat and maintain fuel on over 40 miles of roadsides, aiming to prevent vehicle fires from 
spreading to the wildlands.  The Bureau of Land Management provided funding through California State 
Fire Safe Council Clearinghouse to reduce fuel on a six mile portion of Marysville Road. 
   During the summer 2009, a hay truck was reported to have dragged a piece of metal on the road that  
created a series of five fires along the cleared section of the project.  The reduction of fuels along the road 
slowed the spread of the fires into the wildland and allowed the initial attack by fire fighters to contain the 
fire!  This is the third documented vehicle fire that has been prevented from becoming a catastrophic fire by 
these roadside fuel reduction projects. 
   Assistant Chief Rick Cunningham of the Foothill Fire Department stated that this project prevented at 

least two roadside fires from growing and spreading to the point that they could have become large and  

destructive. He said that the vegetation reduction project “broke up the continuity of the vegetation and did 
not allow the fire to spread at a very rapid rate, allowing the fire crews to suppress the blaze before it was 
able to grow in intensity.” Agencies estimate that over 100 homes could have been lost, along with 5,000 to 
10,000 more acres of forest land burned. The additional suppression cost alone was estimated at $2 million. 

Not a bad return on a $50,000 investment! 

Roadside Clearance Prevents Yuba County Tragedy 
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   In one of the most remote communities in California, the Modoc Fire Safe    

Council has created more than just a fuels treatment project.  They have created a 

sustainable partnership protecting one of California’s historic treasures.  

   Originally established in 1863 as a US Army post protecting settlers’ routes into       

Oregon, Fort Bidwell lies within 10 miles of both the Oregon and Nevada borders.  

It became the 3,335-acre Fort Bidwell Indian Reservation for the Gidutikad Band of 

the Northern Paiute in 1897. The commanding officer's quarters still stands near the 

old post's cemetery and the remains of the old post hospital.   

   Ft. Bidwell’s power substation is just south of the reservation and town and is   

surrounded by heavy fuels. The station itself is a potential fire hazard, as equipment 

failures could start a fire. However, the substation is also at risk. An encroaching 

wildfire could leave the entire Ft. Bidwell community without electricity for long   

periods while repairs are made. 

   Together, the Modoc FSC, Ft. Bidwell Indian Reservation Tribal Council       

members, and the Surprise Valley Electrification Corp. are working to reduce 30 

acres of hazardous fuels to protect the town and reservation.  A recently signed    

inter−agency agreement between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Land 

Management will assist the Ft. Bidwell Tribal Workforce in maintaining this project 

after completion.   

Ft. Bidwell Project Protects Treasure 


